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INTRODUCTION 
 
 A Consulting Team led by Dr LAW Chi-kwong of the Department 
of Social Work and Social Administration of the University of Hong Kong 
(the Consulting Team) has been commissioned to conduct a Study on 
Family Impact Assessment in Hong Kong: A Checklist Approach (the 
Study).  The Consulting Team will brief the Family Council (Council) on 
the study framework and progress.  A copy of its PowerPoint presentation 
is at Annex A.   
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
2. With effect from 1 April 2013, a mandatory assessment of family 
implications has been introduced for all policy papers and Legislative 
Council briefs (FC Paper 1/2013 on this arrangement is at Annex B).  It has 
become an integral part of the decision-making process within the 
Government.  The Council reviewed the assessment framework at its 
meeting on 21 August 2014.  While noting that the enhanced approach has 
by and large achieved its objectives in fostering family awareness amongst 
bureaux/departments (B/Ds) in the policy making process, the Council 
considered it worthwhile to develop a more robust and systematic approach 
to assess family implications and agreed to commission a consultancy study.  
 
3.  On 1 June 2016, the Central Policy Unit (CPU) commissioned 
the Consulting Team to conduct the Study which will last for 18 months up 
to 30 November 2017.  A tentative schedule of the Study is at Annex C.    
A Steering Committee (SC) co-chaired by the Chairman of the Council and 
the Home Affairs Bureau (HAB) and comprising representatives from the 
Council, HAB and CPU as members is formed under the Council to 
oversee the progress of the Study.      
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PROGRESS OF THE STUDY 
 
4. SC convened its first meeting on 6 July 2016 to consider the draft 
inception report prepared by the Consulting Team and made observations 
on various aspects such as coverage of literature review, list of interviewees, 
consultation arrangement.  In response to the SC’s comments, the 
Consulting Team refined the draft and submitted a revised version with 
SC’s comments incorporated.  The revised Inception Report was then 
circulated to Members under FC paper 14/2016 in August 2016.   
According to the Inception Report, the Study is now at the formulation 
stage during which the Consulting Team would – 
 

(a) study the information of Hong Kong families profiles to 
understand the latest changes and development of Hong Kong 
families; 
 

(b) conduct literature review on the definitions of “family”1 and define 
“family” with reference to local context, and on other countries’ 
experience in implementing family impact assessment (FIA);  

 
(c) examine the conceptual and practical connections between family 

and public policy, and the goals and objectives of different current 
policies for the values they reflect; 

 
(d) conduct case study and collect views of government officials on 

their experience of conducting FIA; 
 

(e) collect views of relevant stakeholders (e.g. related academics, 
think tanks, political parties, professional bodies, commercial 
centres) on the preliminary proposal of FIA Checklist Tool;  

 
(f) engage public participation in the development of FIA Checklist 

through district public forums; and 
 

(g) develop the FIA tool. A preliminary draft prepared by the 
Consulting Team is at Annex D for discussion. 

 
5. According to the tentative schedule of the Study at Annex C, the 
Consulting Team will, after discussion with the SC in November 2016, 
submit the draft FIA Checklist Tool within the same month.  Arrangement 
                                                
1  It will cover the operational definitions of the key terms/concepts of family functions, family 

relationship, family structures, family responsibility, values of family, family policy, non-family-
specific policy, the scope of intended and unintended/positive and negative consequences, that are 
relevant to family assessment.  
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will be made to circulate the draft FIA Checklist Tool to Members for 
comments and endorsement in December 2016.  The Consulting Team will 
submit and present its draft Interim Report to the Council in March 2017.  
After trial implementation in the second and third quarter of 2017, the 
Consulting Team will present findings of the implementation research and 
post-implementation review to the Council in September 2017.   
 
 
ADVICE SOUGHT 
 
6. Members are invited to note the content of the Consulting Team’s 
presentation and provide their views. 
 
 
 
 
Family Council Secretariat 
September 2016 
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For discussion on          Paper FC 1/2013 

7 March 2013 

 

Family Council 

 

Family Perspectives in Policy Formulation 

 

 

PURPOSE 

 

 This paper informs Members of the Government’s enhanced 

approach of including family perspectives in the policy-making process by 

the introduction of the following new measures with effect from 1 April 

2013 – 

 

(a) the assessment of family implications becomes a mandatory 

requirement in all policy submissions and Legislative Council 

(LegCo) briefs; and 

 

(b) Heads of Bureaux are encouraged to consult the Family Council 

(the Council) on new policies which carry family implications. 

 
 

EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS 

 

2. In 2009, the Home Affairs Bureau (HAB), as the Secretariat of 

the Family Council, introduced general guidelines on the inclusion of 

family perspectives as a factor in policy formulation for bureaux and 

departments (B/Ds) to consider on a voluntary basis.  Under this approach, 

B/Ds have, by and large, examined and taken family perspectives into 

account in the policy formulation process which has been a good starting 

point.  Some B/Ds have also consulted or briefed the Council on their 

policy which might have family perspectives.  For example, the Security 

Bureau has consulted the Council on trial scheme on “School Drug 

Testing” in Tai Po, whereas the Food and Health Bureau has presented to 

the Council the arrangement for the use of obstetric services by non-local 

women.  In the past, HAB, the Education Bureau, the Labour and Welfare 

Bureau as well as the Transport and Housing Bureau have also been 

Annex B 
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invited to present to the Council efforts they have made in helping to foster 

a pro-family environment in their respective areas of work. 

 

 

MANDATORY ASSESSMENT OF FAMILY IMPLICATIONS 

 

3.  Noting that attempts to build in an assessment of family impact 

are still relatively new in overseas countries, the current practice 

introduced since 2009 whereby B/Ds are asked to consider family 

perspectives on a voluntary basis has been a good starting point.  

However, we consider there is room for a more vigorous approach.  

Hence, with effect from 1 April 2013, the assessment of family perspective 

implications will become a mandatory and integral part of the 

decision-making process within the Government.  As the assessment will 

also be made public in LegCo briefs, public discussion will be enriched 

and better informed with family perspectives and considerations. 

 

4.  B/Ds will be invited to consider if their policies have given proper 

regard to the family core values and also the impact on family’s structure 

and functions as identified by the Council under the following 

dimensions – 

 

Love and Care: 

 

� reinforcing the families and relationship amongst family members (e.g. 

fostering marital relationships; enhancing parental competence and 

knowledge and commitment necessary for raising children; enhancing 

inter-generational relationships) 

 

� fostering mutual care of family members towards one another, 

including those with special needs 

 

� protecting family members from abuse, violence or neglect 

 

Respect and Responsibilities 

 

� respecting the rights of family members 

 

� enforcing family members’ obligations to provide support, financial or 

otherwise, to one another 
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� recognizing the reciprocal influence of family needs on individual 

needs and vice versa 

 

Communication and Harmony 

 

� facilitating communication amongst family members 

 

� enabling family members to better balance work, family and 

community commitments 

 

� strengthening the connection to the wider kin and 

community/neighbourhood networks 

 

5.  We recognise that public policies may entail some degree of 

conflicting objectives and constraints, and that a family perspective to 

policy formulation does not mean simply giving the highest priority to the 

family.  The most essential aspect is to consider the policy’s potential 

consequences on the family.  If Heads of Bureaux consider that there are 

overriding policy considerations justifying recommendations which may 

not be conducive to the family core values, these considerations should be 

reflected in the relevant papers and submissions.   

 

 

CONSULTATION WITH THE FAMILY COUNCIL 
 

6.  B/Ds are also encouraged to consult the Council on new policies 

which carry family implications.  B/Ds are required to suitably reflect the 

views of the Council in the assessment of the family implications during 

the consultation process.  The Council Secretariat will keep the Council 

engaged to ensure that it will be able to support the more frequent 

consultation to be initiated by B/Ds. 

 

 

DEFINITION OF FAMILY 
 

7. As regards the definition of “family”, we will not attempt a strict 

definition, but continue to adopt a common sense understanding of the 

concept of family.  Such a concept may be defined primarily with 

reference to relationships that pertain to or arise from blood, marriage, 

adoption or affinity, all of which are regulated by law or customs.  It is 
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important that relevant government policies should not contravene the 

Family Status Discrimination Ordinance (Cap.527) (the Ordinance).  

Under the Ordinance, “immediate family member”, in relation to a person, 

means “a person who is related to the person by blood, marriage, adoption 

or affinity”. 
 

 

FAMILY IMPLICATIONS 

 

8. Family-related policies cut across the portfolios of different B/Ds, 

and these policies together help address the multifarious needs of families.  

The proposal of implementing a holistic family-oriented approach will 

assist B/Ds to examine and evaluate their policy proposals from the 

perspective of family core values against other policy objectives in a more 

systematic and coherent manner.  In the long run, it will help build a 

pro-family environment in the community which is in line with the 

objectives of our family policy.  

 
 

ADVICE SOUGHT  

 

9. Members are invited to note the new initiatives of including 

family perspectives in the policy-making process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Council Secretariat 

March 2013 
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A Study on Family Impact Assessment in Hong Kong: 

A Checklist Approach 

 

Tentative Schedule 

 

Commencement date:  1 June 2016 

Completion date: 31 November 2017 

 

 

 
Task Timeframe 

A. Formulation Stage (June 2016 – November 2016) 

1. Consulting Team to submit draft Inception 

Report 

 

22 June 2016 

2. 1
st
 Steering Committee (SC) meeting to 

discuss the draft Inception Report 

 

6 July 2016 

3. Circulation of draft Inception Report to 

Family Council (the Council) for comments 

 

July 2016 

4. Consulting Team to finalise and submit 

Inception Report 

 

31 July 2016 

5. Consulting Team to conduct literature review, 

data collection and analysis 

 

July – September 

2016 

6. Consulting Team to present the research 

framework to the Council and collect views 

of Council Members 

 

22 September 2016  

7. Consulting Team to develop the draft FIA 

Checklist Tool 

 

October 2016 

8. 2
nd

 SC meeting to discuss the draft FIA 

Checklist Tool and User Manual, as well as 

preliminary findings of literature review 

 

November 2016 

9. Consulting Team to submit the draft FIA 

Checklist Tool and User Manual 

 

30 November 2016 

Annex C 
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Task Timeframe 

B. Implementation Research Stage (December 2016 – September 2017) 

10. Circulation of draft FIA Checklist Tool to the 

Council for comments 

 

December 2016 

11. Consulting Team to conduct training sessions 

to prepare bureaux/departments (B/Ds) for 

using the draft FIA Checklist Tool 

 

December 2016 – 

January 2017 

 

12. 3
rd

 SC meeting to discuss the feedback on 

training sessions and suggestions to fine-tune 

the draft FIA Checklist Tool 

 

February 2017 

13. Consulting Team to submit draft Interim 

Report 

 

March 2017 

14. Consulting Team to present the draft Interim 

Report to the Council  

 

March 2017 

15. Consulting Team to finalise and submit 

Interim Report 

 

31 March 2017 

16. Trial implementation – Consulting Team to 

provide support to B/Ds for using the draft 

FIA Checklist Tool and conduct 

post-implementation review 

 

March – September 

2017 

17. 4
th

 SC meeting to discuss progress of the trial 

implementation 

 

July 2017 

18. Consulting Team to present findings of the 

implementation research and post- 

implementation review to the Council 

 

September 2017 

C. Report Writing Stage (October 2017 – November2017) 

19. Consulting Team to submit draft Final Report October/November 

2017 

20. 5
th

 SC meeting to discuss the draft Final 

Report. 

 

November  2017 
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Task Timeframe 

21. Research Team to finalise and submit Final 

Report 

 

November 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Council Secretariat 

September 2016 
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Family	  Impact	  Assessment	  Checklist	  Tool	  
	  

I. Introduction	  
The	  objective	  of	  the	  FIA	  Checklist	  Tool	  is	  to	  introduce	  an	  explicit	  family	  perspective	  
to	   the	   policy	   making	   process	   and	   ensure	   that	   potential	   impacts	   on	   family	  
relationships	   and	   functioning	   are	   made	   explicit	   and	   recognized	   in	   the	   process	   of	  
developing	   new	   policy.	   It	   helps	   to	   examine	   how	   policy	   may	   benefit	   families	   or	  
produce	   unintended	   negative	   consequences.	   The	   use	   of	   the	   Checklist	   Tool	   can	  
provide	  the	  policy	  makers	  with	  opportunities	  to	  mitigate	  potentially	  negative	  effects	  
and	  maximize	  positive	  effects	  in	  the	  early	  stage	  of	  policy	  development	  
	  
II. When	  the	  Checklist	  needs	  to	  be	  applied	  on	  assessing	  family	  impact?	  	  
When	   public	   policy	   by	   definition	   impacts	   the	   lives	   of	   individuals,	   families,	  
communities	  and	  society,	  the	  Checklist	  should	  be	  adopted.	  In	  most	  cases	  the	  indirect	  
impacts	   of	   policy	   on	   families	   are	   not	   always	   obvious.	   It	   is	   recommended	   all	   new	  
policy	   proposals	   or	   policy	   reviews	   should	   be	   gone	   through	   the	   Form	   A_	   Family	  
Impact	  Assessment	  Starter	  to	  determine	  if	  there	  is	  any	  doubt	  or	  impacts	  on	  family	  
well-‐being.	  	  
	  
III. Determine	  which	  family	  types	  might	  be	  affected	  
Having	  determined	   that	   the	  policy	  proposal	  under	  assessment	  potentially	   impacts	  
families,	  the	  next	  step	  is	  to	  consider	  which	  family	  types	  might	  be	  affected.	  	  (Form	  B_	  
Family	  Diversity	  and	  Contexts)	  
	  
IV. The	  Family	  Impact	  Assessment	  Checklist	  
	  
The	  Form	  C_	  Family	  Impact	  Assessment	  Checklist	  questions	  is	  to	  raise	  awareness	  
of	   the	  aspects	  of	   family	  responsibility,	  stability,	  relationships	  and	  engagement	  that	  
public	  policy	   can	   impact,	   and	  generate	   insights	   through	   the	  process	  of	   addressing	  
the	   questions.	   The	   Checklist	   is	   designed	   in	   a	   way	   that	   ensures	   policy	   makers	   to	  
consider	  positive	  or	  negative,	  direct	  or	   indirect,	   intended	  or	  unintended	  effects	  on	  
families.	  Policy	  makers	  are	  encouraged	  to	  consider	  different	  research	  data	  or	  social	  
contexts	  before	  making	  their	  judgment	  on	  the	  significance	  of	  the	  impacts:	  	  
	  

1) No	  impact/	  Not	  Relevant:	  No	  family	  impact	  can	  be	  identified.	  
	  

2) Insignificant:	  When	  the	   impact	  on	  family	  responsibility,	  stability,	  relationship	  and	  
engagement	  is	  minor	  and	  too	  small	  to	  be	  important	  for	  consideration.	  If	  the	  impacts	  
are	  negative,	   those	   families	  who	  are	   affected	   are	   expected	   to	  be	   able	   to	   cope	  well	  
with	   the	   changes.	   Family	   responsibility,	   stability,	   relationship	   and	   engagement	   is	  
unlikely	  to	  be	  compromised.	  
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3) Some	   impact:	  For	  families	  that	  are	  affected,	  they	  may	  find	  it	  difficult	  to	  cope	  with	  
the	   effects.	   Some	   parts	   of	   family	   responsibility,	   stability,	   relationship	   and	  
engagement	  is	  likely	  to	  be	  compromised	  to	  a	  perceivable	  extent.	  
	  

4) Substantial	  Impact:	  For	  families	  that	  are	  impacted	  in	  a	  major	  way,	  they	  will	  find	  it	  
difficult	   to	   cope	  with	   the	   changes	   and	   effects.	   Some	  parts	   of	   family	   responsibility,	  
stability,	  relationship	  and	  engagement	   is	   likely	  to	  be	  compromised	  to	  a	  substantial	  
extent.	  	  

	  
The	  Form	  D_	  Family	  Impact	  Assessment	  Summary	  is	  to	  remind	  the	  policy-‐makers	  
of	  going	  through	  the	  Checklist	  with	  considering	  different	  impacts	  on	  different	  types	  
of	  families	  before	  drawing	  their	  conclusions.	  	  	  
	  
V. The	  Family	  Impact	  Statement	  (FIS)	  
A	   Family	   Impact	   Statement	   will	   range	   from	   a	   few	   sentences	   to	   a	   page	   and	   will	  
include	  a	  description	  of	  the	  impacts;	  positive	  implications	  and	  possible	  unintended	  
negative	  consequences,	  the	  types	  and	  how	  those	  families	  may	  experience	  the	  impact	  
and	  how	  they	  will	  be	  able	  to	  deal	  with	  the	  changes	  or	  effects.	  Discussion	  about	  any	  
measures	   that	   have	   been	   introduced	   or	   enhanced	   to	   counter-‐balance	   the	   impacts	  
should	  be	  included	  when	  there	  is	  at	  least	  insignificant	  negative	  impact	  on	  families.	  
	  
When	   no	   family	   impact	   is	   identified,	   policy	   makers	   can	   report	   that	   there	   are	   no	  
family	   impacts	   in	  the	  FIS.	  However,	  many	  policies	  aimed	  at	   individuals	  will	  have	  a	  
family	   impact,	   and	   impacts	   can	   be	   felt	   in	   different	   ways,	   such	   as	   directly	   or	  
indirectly,	   positively	   or	   negatively,	   intended	   or	   unintended	   and	   anticipated	   or	  
unanticipated.	  Policymakers	  are	  encouraged	  to	  capture	  this	  in	  assessment.	  	  
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Form	  A_	  Family	  Impact	  Assessment	  Starter	  
	  
The	   Family	   Impact	   Assessment	   Starter	   is	   consistent	   with	   the	   four	   dimensions	   of	   Family	   Impact	  
Assessment	  Checklist.	  The	  four	  questions	  can	  serve	  to	  build	  awareness	  and	  provide	  a	  framework	  for	  
a	   preliminary	   assessment	   of	   how	  policies	   bring	   intended	   and	   unintended	   consequences	   for	   family	  
well-‐being.	  	  
	  
Does	  the	  new/revised	  policy	  or	  legislation	  proposal	  
	   	  	  	  	   No	  

impact	  
on	  
families/	  
Not	  
relevant	  

Yes,	  
Possible	  
impact	  
on	  
families	  	  

Uncertain,	  
not	  sure	  if	  
there	  is	  
any	  
possible	  
impact	  

1	   Family	  Responsibility:	  	  
affect	  families’	  capacity	  to	  fulfill	  their	  functions:	  family	  
formation,	  partnership	  relationships,	  economic	  
support,	  childrearing,	  caregiving,	  reproduction,	  
emotional	  support,	  provision	  of	  safety,	  education	  and	  
socialization?	  	  

* 	   * 	   * 	  

2	   Family	  Stability:	  
affect	  families’	  capacity	  to	  maintain	  a	  stable	  structure	  
and	  fulfill	  their	  marital,	  parental	  and	  family	  
commitments,	  especially	  when	  children	  are	  involved	  
and	  changes	  or	  transitions	  occur,	  such	  as	  aging,	  
adoption	  or	  parental	  separation?	  
	  

* 	   * 	   * 	  

3	   Family	  Relationships:	  
affect	  work	  and	  family	  balance,	  family	  communication	  
amongst	  members	  	  including	  couples,	  immediate	  family	  
members	  and	  extended	  family	  members?	  
	  

* 	   * 	   * 	  

4	   Family	  Engagement:	  	  
affect	  families’	  connection	  with	  community,	  
families’	  participation	  in	  social	  development	  and	  
support	  of	  vulnerable	  families	  (e.g.	  ethnic	  minorities,	  
family	  with	  special	  needs,	  low-‐income	  families)?	  
	  

* 	   * 	   * 	  

If	  there	  is	  any	  check	  mark	  in	  boxes	  of	  “Yes”	  or	  “Uncertain”,	  Form	  B_	  Family	  Diversity	  and	  Contexts	  
and	  From	  C	  _Family	  Impact	  Assessment	  Checklist	  should	  be	  gone	  through.	  	  
	  

* We would like to apply for exemption from conducting Family Impact Assessment 
on similar amendments to this particularly subsidiary legislation in the future.	  
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Form	  B_	  Family	  Diversity	  and	  Contexts	  
Many	   policies	   aim	   at	   individuals	  will	   have	   a	   family	   impact.	   Impacts	   can	   be	   felt	   in	  
different	  ways	  by	  different	  types	  of	  families	  or	  families	  of	  different	  stages.	  This	  tool	  
helps	  policy-‐makers	   to	   stimulate	   thought	   about	   the	  diversity	  of	   family	   forms.	   It	   is	  
important	   to	   capture	   this	   in	  FIA.	  You	  may	  check	  multiple	  options	   in	   the	   following	  
table.	  
	  

Family	  structures	   Family	  Life	  Cycle	  Stages	   Family	  Contexts	  
* Couple	  only	  

families	  (include	  
same-‐sex	  partners)	  

* Forming	  couples	   * Low-‐income	  families	  

* Families	  with	  
dependent	  children	  

* Pregnancy	  	   * Unemployed	  families	  
with	  or	  without	  children	  

* Single-‐parent	  
families	  

* With	  infants	  and	  
preschoolers	  

* Families	  with	  children	  or	  
adults	  with	  special	  needs	  

* Step	  or	  blended	  
families	  

* With	  school	  age	  
children	  

* Families	  from	  different	  
cultural/ethnic	  and	  
linguistic	  backgrounds	  

* Multigenerational	  
families	  

* With	  children	  in	  
transition	  to	  adulthood	  

* Families	  caring	  for	  a	  
person	  with	  a	  disability	  
or	  chronic	  ill	  health	  or	  of	  
frail	  old	  age	  

* Families	  with	  
caring	  
responsibilities	  

* Young	  adult	  transition	  
and	  leaving	  home	  

* Homeless	  families	  

* Older	  couple	  
families	  

* With	  elderly	  
dependents	  

* Families	  in	  which	  
parents	  have	  mental	  
health	  and	  substance	  
abuse	  	  

* Persons	  living	  
alone	  with	  families	  
elsewhere	  

* Midlife	  adults	  with	  both	  
young	  and	  old	  
dependents	  

* Geographic	  
(rural/suburban/urban)	  

* Foster	  families	   * Elderly	  with	  adult	  
children/grandchildren	  

* Couple	  who	  define	  
themselves	  as	  
family	  irrespective	  
of	  they	  are	  married	  
or	  not,	  but	  
currently	  living	  in	  
different	  
households.	  	  

* Caring	  for	  an	  ageing	  
partner	  

* Separation	  or	  loss	  of	  a	  
partner	  

* Family	  with	  no	  
economically	  active	  
person	  	  
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Form	  C_	  Family	  Impact	  Assessment	  Checklist	  	  

Dimension	  I:	  Family	  Responsibility	  
	  
Principle	  1:	  Supporting	  the	  functions	  of	  families	  	  
(e.g.	  family	  formation,	  partnership	  relationship,	  economic	  support	  ,	  child	  rearing	  and	  caregiving,	  reproduction,	  emotional	  support,	  provision	  of	  safety,	  
education	  and	  socialization)	  
Does	  the	  new/revised	  
policy	  or	  legislation	  
proposal:	  

	  If	  possible	  impacts	  on	  families,	  please	  indicate	  if	  it	  is	  positive	  
or	  negative	  and	  describe	  what	  types	  and	  how	  these	  families	  
will	  be	  affected	  	  

No	  impact/	  
Not	  
relevant	  

Insignificant	   Some	  
impact	  

Substantial	  
impact	  

1.1 provide	  incentives	  or	  
support	  to	  couples	  to	  
get	  married	  or	  
strengthen	  marital	  
relationship?	  	  	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

1.2	  	  provide	  incentives	  to	  
give	  birth	  to,	  foster	  or	  
adopt	  children?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

1.3	  	  acknowledge	  
intergenerational	  
relationship	  and	  
responsibilities	  
among	  family	  
members?	  

	  
	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  
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1.4	  	  	  enhance	  parental	  
competence	  and	  
promote	  knowledge,	  
skills	  and	  
commitment	  
necessary	  for	  raising	  
children	  and	  youth?	  

	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

1.5	  affect	  family’s	  ability	  to	  
transmit	  culture,	  
knowledge	  and	  values	  
across	  generations	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

1.6	  	  affect	  services	  or	  
supports	  for	  families	  
(e.g.	  health,	  disability,	  
child	  or	  aged	  care	  
(including	  accessible	  
and	  affordable	  formal	  
and	  informal	  support	  
services)	  

	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

Principle	  2:	  Fostering	  mutual	  care	  of	  family	  members	  towards	  one	  another	  including	  those	  with	  special	  needs	  
	  
Does	  the	  new/revised	  
policy	  or	  legislation	  
proposal:	  

	  If	  possible	  impacts	  on	  families,	  please	  indicate	  if	  it	  is	  positive	  
or	  negative	  and	  describe	  what	  types	  and	  how	  these	  families	  
will	  be	  affected	  	  

No	  impact/	  
Not	  relevant	  

Insignificant	   Some	  
impact	  

Substantial	  
impact	  

2.1	  recognize	  the	  
complexity	  and	  
responsibilities	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  
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involved	  in	  caring	  for	  
family	  members	  with	  
special	  needs	  (e.g.	  
physically	  or	  mentally	  
disabled	  or	  
chronically	  ill)?	  

Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

2.2 support	  and	  
supplement	  parent’s	  
and	  other	  family	  
members’	  ability	  to	  
carry	  out	  their	  
responsibilities,	  such	  
as	  parenting,	  
providing	  education,	  
care-‐giving	  and/	  or	  
economic	  support	  and	  
financial	  
responsibility	  for	  
dependent,	  older	  
people	  and	  family	  
with	  special	  needs	  
including	  physically,	  
mentally	  disabled	  or	  
chronically	  ill?	  	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

Principle	  3:	  Protecting	  family	  members	  from	  abuse,	  violence	  and	  neglect	  	  
	  
Does	  the	  new/revised	  
policy	  or	  legislation	  
proposal:	  

	  If	  possible	  impacts	  on	  families,	  please	  indicate	  if	  it	  is	  positive	  
or	  negative	  and	  describe	  what	  types	  and	  how	  these	  families	  
will	  be	  affected	  	  

No	  impact/	  
Not	  relevant	  

Insignificant	   Some	  
impact	  

Substantial	  
impact	  

3.1	  affect	  the	  prevalence	  	  	  
of	  family	  violence	  
(e.g.	  ability	  of	  victims	  
to	  leave	  unsafe	  or	  
abusive	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  
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relationships,	  
incidence	  of	  child	  
maltreatment	  or	  
abuse)	  

	  

3.2	  	  protect	  the	  rights	  and	  
safety	  of	  families	  and	  
family	  members,	  
while	  respecting	  
parent’s	  rights	  and	  
family	  integrity?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

Principle	  4:	  Enforcing	  family	  members’	  (Legal	  and	  Moral)	  obligations	  to	  provide	  support,	  financial	  or	  otherwise,	  to	  other	  another	  

Does	  the	  new/revised	  
policy	  or	  legislation	  
proposal:	  

	  If	  possible	  impacts	  on	  families,	  please	  indicate	  if	  it	  is	  positive	  
or	  negative	  and	  describe	  what	  types	  and	  how	  these	  families	  
will	  be	  affected	  	  

No	  impact/	  
Not	  relevant	  

Insignificant	   Some	  
impact	  

Substantial	  
impact	  

4.1	  	  enforce	  absent	  
parents’	  obligations	  to	  
provide	  financial	  
support	  for	  their	  
children?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

4.2 provide	  incentives	  to	  
other	  persons	  outside	  
the	  family	  to	  take	  over	  
family	  functioning?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

4.3 set	  realistic	  
expectations	  for	  
families	  to	  assume	  
financial	  and/	  or	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  
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Dimension	  II:	  Family	  Stability	  
	  
Principle	  5:	  Strengthening	  family	  integrity	  and	  stability	  	  
	  
Does	  the	  new/revised	  policy	  
or	  legislation	  proposal:	  

	  If	  possible	  impacts	  on	  families,	  please	  indicate	  if	  it	  is	  positive	  
or	  negative	  and	  describe	  what	  types	  and	  how	  these	  families	  
will	  be	  affected	  	  

No	  impact/	  
Not	  relevant	  

Insignificant	   Some	  
impact	  

Substantial	  
impact	  

5.1 strengthen	  marital	  
commitment	  or	  
parental	  obligations?	  
	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

5.2	  allocate	  resources	  to	  
help	  keep	  the	  marriage	  
or	  family	  together	  
when	  this	  is	  the	  
appropriate	  goal?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

5.3	  	  affect	  families’	  ability	  
to	  maintain	  an	  
adequate	  standard	  of	  
living	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

caregiving	  
responsibilities	  for	  
dependent,	  seriously	  
ill	  or	  disabled	  family	  
members?	  
	  

__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
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__________________________________________________________________	  
	  

5.4	  affect	  families’	  ability	  
to	  advance	  
economically	  and	  build	  
family	  assets?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

5.5	  	  provide	  support	  to	  
families	  before,	  during	  
and	  after	  couple	  
separation,	  in	  order	  to	  
mitigate	  the	  impact	  on	  
children	  in	  particular?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

5.6	  recognize	  that	  major	  
changes	  in	  family	  
relationships	  or	  
families	  going	  through	  
key	  transitions	  such	  as	  
becoming	  parents,	  
getting	  married,	  
bereavement,	  
unemployment,	  
separation	  and	  
divorce,	  the	  onset	  of	  a	  
long-‐term	  health	  
condition	  that	  require	  
support	  and	  attention?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  
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Dimension	  III:	  Family	  Relationships	  
	  
Principle	  6:	  Facilitating	  communication	  amongst	  family	  members	  
	  

Does	  the	  new/revised	  policy	  
or	  legislation	  proposal:	  

	  If	  possible	  impacts	  on	  families,	  please	  indicate	  if	  it	  is	  positive	  
or	  negative	  and	  describe	  what	  types	  and	  how	  these	  families	  
will	  be	  affected	  	  

No	  impact/	  
Not	  relevant	  

Insignificant	   Some	  
impact	  

Substantial	  
impact	  

6.1	  increase	  the	  time	  
family	  can	  spend	  
together?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

6.2	  	  enhance	  family	  
competence	  and	  
resilience	  including	  
strong	  communication	  
skills,	  conflicts	  
resolution	  strategies,	  
parenting	  skills,	  and	  
problem-‐solving	  
abilities	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

Principle	  7:	  Enabling	  family	  members	  to	  better	  balance	  work	  and	  family	  
Does	  the	  new/revised	  policy	  
or	  legislation	  proposal:	  

	  If	  possible	  impacts	  on	  families,	  please	  indicate	  if	  it	  is	  positive	  
or	  negative	  and	  describe	  what	  types	  and	  how	  these	  families	  
will	  be	  affected	  	  

No	  impact/	  
Not	  relevant	  

Insignificant	   Some	  
impact	  

Substantial	  
impact	  

7.1	  affect	  families’	  ability	   * Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	   * 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  
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to	  balance	  paid	  work	  
and	  family	  life?	  

* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  
	  

Dimension	  IV-‐	  Family	  Engagement	  	  
	  
Principle	  8:	  Connecting	  families	  to	  the	  wider	  kin	  and	  community	  networks	  
	  
Does	  the	  new/revised	  policy	  or	  
legislation	  proposal:	  

	  If	  possible	  impacts	  on	  families,	  please	  indicate	  if	  it	  is	  positive	  
or	  negative	  and	  describe	  what	  types	  and	  how	  these	  families	  
will	  be	  affected	  	  

No	  impact/	  
Not	  relevant	  

Insignificant	   Some	  
impact	  

Substantial	  
impact	  

8.1	  build	  on	  informal	  social	  
support	  networks	  
(such	  as	  
community/neighborh
ood	  organizations)	  
that	  are	  essential	  to	  
families’	  lives?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

8.2	  take	  into	  account	  the	  
family’s	  need	  to	  
coordinate	  the	  
multiple	  services	  they	  
may	  require	  and	  
integrate	  well	  with	  
other	  programs	  and	  
services	  that	  the	  
families	  use?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

8.3	  address	  and	  balance	   * Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	   * 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  
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the	  diversity	  of	  family	  
needs,	  values	  and	  
behavior	  of	  families	  
from	  diverse	  
backgrounds	  and	  
composition?	  

	  

* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

Principle	  9:	  Encouraging	  families	  to	  participate	  in	  policy	  development,	  program	  planning	  and	  evaluation	  	  
Does	  the	  new/revised	  policy	  
or	  legislation	  proposal:	  

	  If	  possible	  impacts	  on	  families,	  please	  indicate	  if	  it	  is	  positive	  
or	  negative	  and	  describe	  what	  types	  and	  how	  these	  families	  
will	  be	  affected	  	  

No	  impact/	  
Not	  relevant	  

Insignificant	   Some	  
impact	  

Substantial	  
impact	  

9.1	  	  	  provide	  opportunities	  
for	  families	  to	  
participate	  in	  the	  
development,	  
implementation,	  
delivery	  and	  
evaluation	  of	  policies	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

9.2	  	  	  consider	  the	  
importance	  of	  
partnerships	  between	  
government	  agencies,	  
communities	  and	  
families	  in	  meeting	  the	  
diverse	  needs	  of	  
families?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

9.3	  	  	  provide	  full	  
information	  and	  a	  
range	  of	  choices	  to	  
families?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  
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Principle	  10:	  Supporting	  vulnerable	  families	  	  
Does	  the	  new/revised	  policy	  
or	  legislation	  proposal:	  

	  If	  possible	  impacts	  on	  families,	  please	  indicate	  if	  it	  is	  positive	  
or	  negative	  and	  describe	  what	  types	  and	  how	  these	  families	  
will	  be	  affected	  	  

No	  impact/	  
Not	  relevant	  

Insignificant	   Some	  
impact	  

Substantial	  
impact	  

10.1	  gives	  support	  to	  
families	  who	  are	  
vulnerable,	  
disadvantaged	  or	  at	  
risk?	  	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

10.2	  	  target	  efforts	  and	  
resources	  toward	  
preventing	  family	  
problems	  before	  they	  
become	  serious	  crisis	  
or	  chronic	  situations?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

10.3	  respect	  the	  different	  
values	  and	  attitudes	  of	  
families	  from	  various	  
racial,	  ethnic,	  religious,	  
cultural	  and	  
geographic	  
backgrounds?	  	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

10.4	  respect	  cultural	  and	  
religious	  practice	  
observed	  by	  families	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  
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within	  the	  confines	  of	  
the	  law?	  

	  

__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  
10.5	  ensure	  the	  

accessibility	  and	  
quality	  of	  programs	  
and	  services	  for	  
culturally,	  
economically,	  
geographically,	  
racially/ethnically,	  and	  
religiously	  diverse	  
families?	  

* Positive	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
* Negative	  impacts	  on	  families:	  
Description	  of	  impact	  
__________________________________________________________________	  
__________________________________________________________________	  

	  

* 	   * 	   * 	   * 	  

	  



 



Form	  D_	  Family	  Impact	  Assessment	  Summary	  
Please	  summarize	  the	  result	  of	  Form	  B	  and	  Form	  C	  in	  the	  following	  table.	  (To	  be	  considered	  if	  
this	  report	  will	  be	  automatically	  generated	  from	  Form	  B	  and	  C.)	  
	  

	  
	  

Form	  B_	  Diversity	  of	  Families	  	   Form	  C_	  Family	  Impact	  Assessment	  Checklist:	  
Please	  state	  the	  positive/negative	  impacts	  on	  
families	  	  

Criteria	  
Reference	  
code	  
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